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ILL  SEMAPHORE 


Publication  of  the  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers 


^  What’s  at  Stake  at  1000-1010  Montgomery? 


The  tenants  of  these  two  buildings  at  the  northeast  corner  of  Montgomery  and  Broadway 
have  requested  that  the  Planning  Commission  use  its  power  of  Discretionary  Review  to  deny 
the  permit  to  convert  living  units  to  offices.  The  tenants— in  concurrence  with  THD— main¬ 
tain  that  these  buildings  typify  the  North  Beach-Telegraph  Hill  neighborhood  characteristic 
of  residential  units  above  ground-floor  commercial  units.  Much  of  the  North  Beach  area 
(including  1000-1010  Montgomery)  is  zoned  C-2,  which  allows  commercial  use  of  the  entire 
building— all  floors.  THD  has  filed  an  application  to  rezone  this  area  from  C-2  to  R-C,  which 
would  allow  commercial  use  at  the  ground  floor  only,  with  residential  above.  The  applica¬ 
tion  for  conversion  of  1000-1010  Montgomery  was  filed  before  THD’s  rezoning  application 
put  a  temporary  halt  to  such  conversions. 


ft 
ft 


For  the  past  three  meetings  of  the  Planning  Commission  this  issue  has  been  handled  like  a 
hot  potato.  The  Commissioners  wish  it  would  cool  off— somewhere  else.  They  refer  the 
matter  back  to  the  Planning  staff.  They  refer  the  matter  back  to  those  elderly  tenants  and 
those  young  lawyer/developers,  hoping  they  will  reach  a  compromise.  The  lawyers  have 
found  a  “nice”  building  in  the  Mission  District  into  which  they’d  like  to  relocate  the  ten¬ 
ants.  Furthermore,  they  offer  money  as  an  incentive  to  move.  They  also  appear  to  be  pre¬ 
pared  to  maintain  1010  (six  units)  as  residential  if  they  can  practice  law  at  1000  (11  units). 
The  lawyers  believe  that  Hill  Dwellers  should  be  delighted  to  see  a  freshly-painted  refur- 
ished  building  on  our  lower  slopes,  although  its  proposed  use  means  that  the  Financial 
"District  would  be  encroaching  into  a  residential  area. 


Continued  on  page  3 
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This  combine  of  lawyers  is 
either  very  crafty  or  very  naive. 

They  purchased  the  building 
after  asking  someone  in  the 
Planning  Department  if  every¬ 
thing  was  okay  and,  according 

Th.  lawyers  hav.  fail'd  to  notice  thal  thcio  is^a  lioiiOna  orisis  in  our  miv  aial  thai  lananta 
are  prone  these  days  to  fight  when  being  faced  with  eviction  from  their  homes.  The  lawyers 
apparently  neglected  to  make  their  offer  to  purchase  the  building  contingent  upon  receiving 
the  necessary  permits.  Perhaps  they  should  have  seen  a  lawyer.  Or  perhaps  it  wasn’t  neglect: 
he  price  may  have  been  right. 


The  buildings  never  should  have  been  included  in  a  C-2  zone  (see  photo  above).  They  clearly 
relate  to  the  adjacent  residential  area,  with  the  exception  of  the  ground-floor  commercial 
units  (not  an  issue  here),  which  relate  to  Broadway.  In  suggesting  that  the  permit  be  denied, 
the  Planning  staff  at  least  acknowledges  its  error  in  zoning.  The  Planning  Commissioners  will 
now  have  to  be  the  “bad  guys”  if  residential  use  is  to  remain.  And  they,  as  we  have  seen,  are 
a  nervous  lot— with  the  exception  of  Sue  Bierman.  Since  Charlie  Starbuck’s  “removal”  from 
the  Commission  by  Mayor  Feinstein,  Ms.  Bierman  is  the  lone  dissenter,  and  she,  apparently, 
has  no  difficulty  in  determining,  in  this  instance,  that  the  housing  crisis  warrants  a  clear  mes¬ 
sage  from  the  Commission— no  conversions! 


Commissioner  Jerome  Klein,  on  the  other  hand,  points  an  admonishing  finger  at  the  assem¬ 
blage  and  warns  that  we  may  be  pushing  too  far.  He  says  that  when  a  beleaguered  developer 
has  his  back  against  the  wall,  having  procured  the  last  available  alternate  housing  site  in  Daly 
City  for  displaced  North  Beachers,  when  he  is  nearly  bankrupt  from  paying  Bekins’s  charges 
for  moving  old  furniture  to  that  cross-town  location,  he  may  cry  “enough!”  and  take  all  of 


us  to  court.  Klein  goes  so  far  as  to  quote  the  Talmud  to  the  effect  that  the  rich  landowner 
is  obliged  to  leave  a  comer  of  the  field  to  the  poor— that  corner  in  Daly  City  may  not  have  a 
view,  but  we  should  all  be  thankful  that  we  are  provided  with  a  place  to  roost. 

he  next  confrontation  at  the  Planning  Commission  is  on  Thursday,  February  11th.  Every - 

tone  is  working  hard  and  being  hopeful.  In  her  letter  to  THD,  however,  Mayor  Feinstein 
unded  an  ominous  note.  It  seems  that  the  City  Attorney  is  having  a  difficult  time  finding 
established  legal  reason  to  deny  the  permit,  although  the  mayor  has  earnestly  asked  him 
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to  look  everywhere.  Maybe  this  situati 
exemplifies  the  problems  recognized  by  the 
state  of  California  authorities  who  have  re¬ 
jected  the  city’s  housing  plan  as  being  de¬ 
ficient. 


The  issue,  however,  is  not  simply  a  legal 
one;  it’s  also  a  moral  one:  does  the  Plan¬ 
ning  Commission,  through  its  power  of 
Discretionary  Review,  have  the  right  to 
deny  a  properly-credentialed  applicant  his 
permit,  when  granting  that  permit  in  time 
of  crisis  adversely  affects  the  public  good 
and  establishes  a  precedent  that  could 
endanger  an  entire  neighborhood? 

Whatever  the  outcome,  this  battle  indicates 
the  need  to  fight  the  problem  through  re¬ 
zoning  and  not  to  wage  building-by-build¬ 
ing  skirmishes.  We’ll  need  everyone’s  help 
when  THD’s  rezoning  application  goes^^ 
public  hearing.  Meanwhile,  those  peoJ^P 
who  have  lived  for  many,  many  years  at 
Montgomery  and  Broadway  need  our 
help.  Why  don’t  YOU  attend  the  Plan¬ 
ning  Commission  meeting  on  February 
11th?  Call  the  Planning  Commission  at 
558-4656  for  estimated  time. 


Interview  with 
Mrs.  Cruz  Luna 

—John  D.  Dolan 

Recently  I  had  the  pleasure  of  interviewing 
Mrs.  Cruz  Luna  in  her  apartment  at  1000 
Montgomery  Street.  That  energetic  and 
passionate  lady  spearheads  the  fight  to 
“save  our  homes.”  As  we  talked,  I  came  to 
understand  what  she  meant  when  she  said, 
“all  of  us  are  involved.”  There  has  been 
considerable  media  coverage,  and  the  re^^ 
dents  of  the  buildings  have  made  couPP 
less  phone  calls,  written  countless  letters, 
and  distributed  countless  fliers;  they  l^P 
spoken  with  other  residents  in  the  aresras 
well  as  with  business  people.  When  her 


•m 
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daughter,  Frances  (who  lives  in  the  build¬ 
ing),  grew  discouraged  because  Mayor 
Feinstein  seemed  unresponsive,  she  had 
the  astute  idea  of  contacting  ex-mayor 
Alioto.  Shortly  thereafter,  Mayor  Feinstein 
was  on  the  phone  telling  Frances  Luna  that 
she  was  “looking  into  the  matter.” 

“Have  you  done  anything  like  this  be¬ 
fore?”  I  asked  Mrs.  Luna. 

“Goodness  no!  The  other  side  calls  me 
‘the  instigator.’  ”  She  seemed  embarrassed 
at  the  attention.  “Our  homes  are  involved,” 
she  added  with  a  tone  of  anger  and  anxiety. 
“Every  meeting  I  go  to  makes  me  nervous. 
I  think  I’m  getting  an  ulcer.”  As  I  sat  there 
sharing  a  cup  of  coffee  with  her,  looking 
at  her,  and  around  at  her  colorful  kitchen, 
and  out  the  window  at  the  neighborhood 
schoolyard  and  the  Bay  Bridge  beyond,  I 
felt  angry  also.  Although  officials  have 
ade  three  “field  trips”  into  the  area,  none 
of  them  have  accepted  Mrs.  Luna’s  invita¬ 
tions  to  “come  inside.” 

“May  I  ask  your  age?” 

She  laughed.  “Sure.  I  just  turned  sixty.” 

Mrs.  Luna  was  born  and  raised  in  San 
Antonio.  In  1960  she  and  her  husband 
(who  died  two  years  ago)  visited  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  and  decided  immediately  to  live  here. 
For  years  they  owned  and  operated  a  clean¬ 
ing  establishment. 

“I  raised  my  three  children  right  here,” 
she  said.  “I’ve  never  lived  anywhere  else  in 
the  city  but  right  here,”  meaning  that  com¬ 
fortable  four -room  apartment. 

‘On  Broadway?’  I  thought  to  myself. 

We  talked  about  Broadway,  recalling 
that  before  the  strip  joints  were  relocated 
from  the  old  International  Settlement, 
roadway  had  been  a  different  kind  of 
'street.  Those  who  live  in  “nicer”  neighbor- 
pods  may  not  understand  how  strongly 
ople  can  feel  about  where  they  live. 
While  she  reiterated  the  fact  that  five  el- 
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derly  residents  (one  of  whom  is  95  and 
lived  in  the  building  for  thirty-five  years) 
were  being  told  to  get  out,  a  fact  became 
obvious:  the  11 -unit  building  is  a  commu¬ 
nity.  The  elderly  people,  when  they  can’t 
take  care  of  themselves  or  each  other,  are 
taken  care  of  by  “all  of  us.”  Homes  and 
communities  are  abstractions.  For  the  nine 
new  owners  who  look  at  the  building  with 
avaricious  eyes,  those  words  may  become 
realities.  The  new  owners  have  made  de¬ 
plorable  offers:  checks  for  $1000,  payable 
immediately,  as  well  as  checks  for  $2000, 
payable  after  the  tenant  has  moved  out. 
Mrs.  Luna,  who  is  a  beautician,  has  been 
offered  a  car  and  a  job  as  well.  Although 
the  tenants  are  represented  by  a  lawyer, 
they  have  been  approached— and  continue 
to  be  approached— individually.  Apparently 
desperate  and  unaccustomed  to  dealing 
with  principled  people,  the  owners  decided^ 
that  if  they  could  evict  the  tenants  at  101^^ 
Montgomery  (none  of  whom  is  elderly), 
they  could  relocate  the  five  older  people 
there.  About  that,  Mrs.  Luna  smiled  and 
said,  “they  don’t  understand  that  our 
neighbors  are  a  part  of  us.” 

In  response  to  my  question  about  the 
checks,  Mrs.  Luna  gestured,  a  silent  elo¬ 
quence  indicating  that  in  no  way  would 
they  consider  offers  of  that  kind.  Then  she 
laughed,  touched  her  stove  and  stood  up 
and  graphically  described  the  miniature 
qualities  of  the  “modern  kitchens”  at  1010. 

When  her  son  Cruz,  the  flamenco  dancer, 
joined  us,  I  asked  him  what  reply  he  could 
make  to  the  argument  that  the  new  owners 
bought  the  building  assuming  they  could 
convert  it  to  offices.  He  said,  “these  are  the 
risks  any  businessman  takes.”  (Cruz  co^ 
owned  and  operated  Casa  Madrid.) 

“Won’t  they  lose  money?”  I  asked. 

“There  are  three  commercial  units 
the  ground  floor,”  he  replied.  Those  leaSP 
have  or  are  about  to  expire  or  are  being 


purchased  by  the  new  owners.  “They  won’t 
lose  money,”  he  asserted. 

Always,  it  seems,  these  issues  come 
down  to  money.  The  elderly  tenants  are,  of 
course,  on  fixed  incomes.  Legal  assistance 
has  provided  the  group  with  certain  free 
services.  Yet  money  was  not  Mrs.  Luna’s 
major  concern,  which  surprised  me.  She’s 
on  a  fixed  income,  I  knew,  because  she  had 
waved  her  social  security  check  in  the  air, 
yet  she  mentioned  money  only  in  response 
to  my  questions.  Over  and  over  again,  she 
emphasized  that  “these  are  our  homes.” 

Hopefully  the  Planning  Department  will 
comprehend  the  value  of  not  just  “housing 
units”  but  of  “homes.”  The  residents  of 
1000-1010  Montgomery  have  been  be¬ 
sieged  for  months.  The  quality  and  measure 
of  their  care  is  shown  by  their  struggle  to 
^^remain  in  their  homes.  But  if  you  visit 
^Bthem,  as  this  writer  did,  there  is  further  evi¬ 
dence  of  care:  Mrs.  Luna’s  sunny,  long-used 
and  well -loved  kitchen. 

STREET  CRIME 

On  a  Friday  night  before  Christmas,  North 
Beach  police  responded  so  quickly  to  a  call 
that  they  caught  a  purse-snatcher  with  the 
evidence  in  hand.  Although  this  scenario 
turned  out  happily  (the  purse  was  returned 
with  nothing  missing),  it  is  not  the  typical 
ending.  Few  thieves  get  caught.  They  usu¬ 
ally  work  in  teams— one  on  the  street,  one 
in  a  car,  ready  to  speed  away  once  they 
have  their  quarry.  It’s  a  credit  to  our  police 
department  that  they  apprehended  this 
thief.  Since  purse-snatchings  and  muggings 
occur  regularly  in  the  Chestnut-Pfeiffer- 
Francisco  Streets  area,  particularly  during 
the  busy  Christmas  season,  all  residents 
should  be  on  the  alert.  A  human  scream  is 

I^ery  effective,  but  if  you  carry  a  shriek 
larm,  it  should  be  in  your  hand,  ready  to 
use,  not  tucked  away  in  your  pocket— or 
stolen  along  with  your  pocketbook! 
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Zoning  Committee  Report: 

1212  Columbus— Villa  Roma 


On  January  7,  1982,  a  hearing  was  held 
by  the  City  Planning  Commission  on  1212 
Columbus  Avenue.  Developers  have  bought 
the  Villa  Roma,  a  50-plus  unit  motel  on 
the  corner  of  Columbus  and  Bay.  They  in¬ 
tend  to  put  a  250-plus  room  motel  com¬ 
plex  on  the  property.  A  conditional  use 
permit  involving  variances  for  height  and 
parking  spaces  is  required  for  these  am¬ 
bitious  development  plans  to  proceed.  THD 
wrote  to  the  City  Planning  Commission  and 
objected  to  the  granting  of  such  a  permit 
and  additionally  noted  that  the  planned 
project  would  increase  the  density  of  the 
Villa  Roma  site  by  a  factor  of  five. 


As  the  architect’s  plans  were  drawn,  all 
open  space  for  the  triangular -shaped  mote|^ 
would  be  located  in  a  courtyard  not  visibl^^ 
to  pedestrians  and  shoppers.  THD  pointed 
out  that  there  is  no  need  for  another  motel 
resembling  the  shoe  boxes  already  in  the 
area  (Ramada  Inn,  Travel  Lodge)  and  that 
the  Planning  Commission  should  order  the 
developer  to  create  a  more  pleasant  am¬ 
biance  with  open  space  extending  to  the 
street  intersection.  The  Hill  Dwellers’  offi¬ 
cial  position  is  that  any  development  in  the 
North  Beach  area  should  add  to  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  rather  than  exacerbate  unsightly 
tendencies.  Various  neighborhood  residents 
also  spoke  out  against  the  project,  as  did 
the  North  Beach  Neighbors’  Association 
and  members  of  Russian  Hill  groups.  A  fur¬ 
ther  meeting  is  scheduled  for  January  28, 
1982.  The  developer  is  expected  to  revise 
his  plans,  taking  neighborhood  oppositior^^ 
into  account. 


In  addition  to  the  above  objections 
the  project,  parking  (or  the  lack  thereof 
a  critical  issue.  As  we  all  know,  parking  in 


North  Beach  is  already  strained  beyond  any 
reasonable  capacity.  Members  are  urged  to 
attend  the  January  28th  meeting  and  voice 
their  concerns  about  the  project.  Interested 
persons  should  contact  Jerry  Petruzzelli  or 
Jeannie  Milligan  for  details. 

King’s  Antiques 

Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  are  still  monitoring 
the  plans  for  this  Gerson  Bakar  develop¬ 
ment.  The  latest  word  is  that  negotiations 
are  taking  place  about  the  scope  of  the  pro¬ 
ject  with  the  City  Planning  Department,  in¬ 
cluding  whether  an  Environmental  Impact 
Report  will  be  necessary.  THD  believes  an 
EIR  is  necessary  because  the  proposed 
building  would  have  a  dramatic  impact  on 
the  adjoining  neighborhood,  blocking  views 
from  Napier  Lane  and  increasing  traffic 
congestion  in  the  immediate  vicinity.  In  the 
next  few  months,  we  will  continue  to  keep 
the  membership  informed  about  the  status 
of  this  seven-story  project. 


CALL  FOR  VOLUNTEERS 

From  time  to  time,  selected  houses  or 
buildings  in  the  Telegraph  Hill  area  are  re¬ 
viewed  by  the  San  Francisco  Landmarks 
Preservation  Advisory  Board.  Our  THD 
Landmarks  Preservation  Committee  should 
be  represented  at  those  meetings  to  express 
an  opinion  if  necessary. 

The  Advisory  Board  meets  at  2  p.m.  on  the 
first  and  third  Wednesdays  of  each  month 
in  the  offices  of  the  San  Francisco  Planning 
Department  at  100  Larkin. 

With  several  volunteers,  the  number  of 
meetings  attended  by  each  person  annually 
would  be  relatively  few.  We  invite  your 
^participation.  Please  write  to  Katherine 
Ikoelsch  at  664B  Greenwich  Street  or 
phone  her  at  398-0572. 


GARAGE  SPACE 
439  Greenwich.  Genie  door  opener. 
$95/month.  Call  Tom  at  768-7652 
or  Pam  at  525-8692. 


SUPPORT  OUR  ADVERTISERS 


(Equitable) 

the  Equitable 

Financial  and  Estate  Planning 

Tax  Shelters 

PEG  SMITH 

397-0800 

Personal  and  Business  Insurance 

page  9 


Christmas  Party  * 


The  neighborhood  elite  gathered  at  the 
beautiful  and  historic  Julius’  Castle  for  a 
fabulous  Christmas  cocktail  party  on  a  wet 
and  rainy  Sunday  in  December.  Everyone 
who  is  anyone  turned  out  in  holiday  finery 
and  imbibed  cocktails  (at  reduced  prices) 
and  enjoyed  the  outstanding  free  hors  d’ 
oeuvres  provided  by  Jeff  Pollock  and  his 
efficient  staff. 

The  party  honored  our  revered  David 
Myrick  who  has  left  the  high  rent  district 
of  the  Hill  for  Santa  Barbara  and  the  sun 
of  southern  California.  David  has  retained 
a  pied-a-terre  in  the  area  so  that  he  won’t 
miss  all  our  gatherings. 

All  three  floors  of  this  landmark  restaurant 
were  put  at  the  Dwellers’  disposal— from 
the  intimate  cocktail  lounge  on  the  first 
floor,  to  the  main  dining  room  on  the 
second  floor,  to  the  television  room  on  the 
third  floor  (a  converted  residence  of  a  loyal 
hill  dweller). 

A  good  time  was  had  by  all,  and  the  Mon¬ 
day  morning  hangovers  were  no  more 
serious  than  usual.  There  were,  no  doubt, 
some  members  who  were  aghast  when  they 
got  on  the  scales  the  next  day,  but  such  is 
the  price  we  pay  for  our  indulgences. 

Our  political  friends  were  conspicuous  by 
their  absence  and  were  sorely  missed  by  all 
the  members.  Sic  transit  gloria! 

— Ron  Vehlow 
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ROSSI 

PHARMACY 

Giovanni  Abundo 
Tony  D’Alessandro 

1600 

Stockton 


Delivery  Service 
421-2121 


" Steam  Beer  Underneath 
a  Fig  Tree  " 


446-480  Green  Street 
GArfield  1-0221 


SUPPORT  OUR  ADVERTISERS 


V  SHOE  SERVICE 


427  Columbus  Avenge 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  CALIF.  94133 

415/902-2097 


512  UNION  ST. 


ROASTED  COFFEE  -  ESPRESSO  MACHINES 
Open  daily  from  8  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 


PORT  DIRECTOR  ED  DAVID  ^ 

WELCOMED  AT  THD  DINNER 

At  our  membership  dinner  on  November 
16,  Port  Director  Ed  David  was  warmly 
received.  He  reported  on  the  Port’s  come¬ 
back  during  the  fiscal  year,  both  financially 
and  in  maritime  operations.  He  acknow¬ 
ledged  THD’s  contribution  to  the  construc¬ 
tive  waterfront  plans  evolved  during  the 
past  years  and  assured  us  that  our  voice  is 
being  heard  and  taken  into  account.  In  a 
spirited  question  and  answer  period,  many 
current  problems  were  explored.  Ed  David 
paid  tribute  to  the  THD  Waterfront  Com¬ 
mittee,  and  THD  speakers,  in  turn,  thanked 
Ed  for  his  understanding  and  concern  for 
our  goals. 


FISHERMAN’S  WHARF  ACTION  PLAN 
ADOPTED  BY  PORT  m 

An  ambitious  plan  to  revitalize  the  fishing 
industry  on  Fisherman’s  Wharf  was  adopted 
on  August  28th  by  the  Port  Commission. 
It  includes  a  new  breakwater,  improved  fish 
handling  plants  and  docking  facilities,  a 
fisheries  training  center,  housing  and  a 
hotel  on  Pier  45,  and  improved  traffic  flow 
(including  provisions  for  the  Embarcadero 
E  rail  line). 


Attempts  to  allow  exceptions  from  the  40- 
foot  height  limit  were  withdrawn  in  the 
face  of  neighborhood  opposition.  The  plan 
also  specifies  that  the  housing/hotel  de¬ 
velopment  on  Pier  45  will  be  contingent 
upon  the  development  of  the  new  Hyde 
Street  Pier/Breakwater.  (This  provision  will 
prevent  the  plan  from  being  misused  as  a 
wedge  for  development  of  Pier  45  without 
carrying  out  the  revitalization  of  the  fishiq^ 
industry.)  The  plan  also  includes  important 
design  guidelines  and  a  prohibition  on  ha ^ 

.in  ldV 
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LANNING  FOR  THE  PIER  9-35  AREA 

It  has  always  been  THD  policy  to  support 
cargo-  breakbulk  and  passenger  shipping 
along  the  Northern  Waterfront.  When  a  citi¬ 
zens’  committee  worked  out  BCDC’s  Spe¬ 
cial  Area  Plan  for  the  Northern  Waterfront, 
it  was  decided  to  keep  Piers  9-35  in  mari¬ 
time  use  as  long  as  possible.  It  now  appears 
that  this  may  no  longer  be  possible  in  the 
future,  with  the  exception  of  the  passenger 
terminal  at  Pier  35.  We  understand  that  the 
Port  has  initiated  planning  for  a  change  in 
uses  between  Piers  9  and  35.  However,  citi¬ 
zen  input  has  not  been  sought  so  far.  In 
particular,  the  most  directly  concerned 
neighborhood,  Telegraph  Hill,  has  been 
kept  uninformed.  We  have  joined  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Tomorrow  and  others  in  requesting 
reconvening  NEWAC  and  providing  for  ef¬ 
fective  neighborhood  participation.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  a  letter  has  gone  out  to  Port  Director 
Ed  David,  reminding  him  of  his  promise  to 
cooperate  with  the  neighborhoods. 


CONTROVERSY  ON  FERRY  BUILDING 

In  our  February  1981  issue,  we  reported  on 
the  sensitive  and  highly  creative  prelimi¬ 
nary  plans  presented  by  the  famous  archi¬ 
tectural  firm  of  I.  M.  Pei  for  the  Ferry 
Building  complex,  including  Pier  1  and  the 
Agriculture  Building.  Since  that  time,  the 
developer,  Continental  Development  Cor¬ 
poration,  has  proposed  several  changes  that 
run  contrary  to  the  City’s  Masterplan  and 
to  the  Total  Design  Plan  for  the  Ferry 
Building  area,  worked  out  by  the  Citizens’ 
Northeast  Waterfront  Advisory  Committee 
|(NEWAC)  and  approved  by  BCDC  and  the 
"City  Planning  Commission.  In  particular, 
ier  1  was  to  be  higher  than  the  permis- 


sable  40  feet,  and  the  balance  between 
retail/restaurant  business  on  one  hand  and 
office  space  on  the  other  was  to  be  shifted 
significantly  toward  more  restaurants  and 
shops.  In  view  of  strong  opposition  to  such 
violations  of  existing  plans,  the  height  of 
Pier  1  was  lowered  back  to  the  permissable 
40  feet,  and  some  reduction  was  made  in 
the  retail/restaurant  component  of  the 
project.  However,  it  still  needs  careful 
monitoring.  San  Francisco  Tomorrow, 
THD,  and  others  have  asked  Planning  Com¬ 
mission  President  Toby  Rosenblatt  to  re¬ 
convene  NEWAC.  One  of  the  most  disturb¬ 
ing  aspects,  still  pursued  by  the  developers 
as  an  alternative,  is  a  large  garage  across  the 
Embarcadero  to  serve  the  complex.  At  a 
time  when  there  is  a  real  chance  to  tear 
down  the  elevated  Embarcadero  Freeway, 
it  would  be  sheer  folly  to  replace  it  par¬ 
tially  with  a  250-foot-long  garage  right 
behind  the  present  freeway  site!  The  mon¬ 
strous  Pier  39  garage  should  be  sufficient 
warning  to  oppose  such  a  destructive 
“alternative.” 


HELICOPTER  NOISE  CONTROL 
PROCEEDS  AT  SNAIL’S  PACE 

After  a  delay  of  six  months,  the  City  Attor¬ 
ney’s  office  has  finally  produced  the 
opinion  that  the  city  is  entitled  to  issue 
noise  regulations  for  heliports— a  fact  that 
was  generally  known  and  could  have  been 
documented  long  ago.  After  postponing 
the  public  hearing  on  helicopter  noise  for 
five  successive  months,  the  Supervisors’ 
Fire,  Safety,  and  Police  Committee  should 
now  be  able  to  tackle  the  problem  of  pro¬ 
tecting  the  affected  residential  neighbor¬ 
hoods  against  this  intolerable  nuisance. 


We 

RustijScupper 

1800  Montgomery  St. 
986-1180 


—Steaks—  —Prime  Rib—  — Seafood- 


WELLS  FARGO 


Ronald  J.  Derenzi 

Assistant  Vice  President  and  Manager 

Columbus  Avenue  Office 

The  Only  24-Hour  Banking  Service 
in  North  Beach 


Wells  Fargo  Express  Stop 


Thomas  Cara  Ltd. 


Espresso  machines  for  the 
home  or  business;  new  or 
rebuilt,  at  lowest  prices 
in  San  Francisco 


517  Pacific  Ave.  SU.  1-0383 


THD  New  and 
Reinstated  Members 

Vera  A.  Adams 
Margaret  P.  Carpenter 
Carolyn  Cline 
Caruthers  Conway 
Jon  Dreyer 
John  N.  Gulick,  Jr. 

Robert  Heifetz 
Ted  Kelter 
Jo  Kubran 
Marilyn  I.  Miller 
Dario  Montoya 

North  Beach  Neighbors’  Association 
Ruth  Rosenthal 
Thomas  F.  Yatteau 


SEMAPHORE  STAFF 


Editor : 

Lynne  Burwell 


0 

Business  Manager: 
Eric  Johnson 


Ad  Staff: 

Margaret  Gwathmey 
Glenn  Kersey 
Mary  Walcott 

Production  Staff: 

Eileen  Chung 
Katherine  Koelsch 
Michele  Mourraille 
John  Tansley 


Contributors : 

John  Dolan 
Anne  Halsted 
Bob  Katz 
Katherine  Koelsch 
Herb  Kosovitz 
David  My  rick 
Jerry  Petruzzelli 
Gee  Gee  Platt 
Ron  Vehlow 


PHILIPPE  BONNAFONT  GALLERY 

After  the  Savoy-Tivoli  fire  of  January  14t 
the  Philippe  Bonnafont  Gallery  will  be  tem¬ 
porarily  relocated  to  2200  Mason  at  Ch^Bj 
nut.  An  exhibit  with  works  from  the  pr^^ 
fire  schedule  will  open  February  8th. 
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Elusion  sign  violation 

Judy  Robinson  has  been  calling  the  Plan¬ 
ning  Department  to  get  some  action  on 
this.  The  violation  has  been  referred  to  the 
proper  department  for  the  usual  bureau¬ 
cratic  consideration,  and  we  will  continue 
to  press  them  for  response. 


CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 


February  2 
February  16 
March  31 
April  6 
April  20 
May  19 


Board  Meeting 
General  Meeting 
Board  Meeting 
Election  Meeting 
Board  Meeting 
Board  Meeting 


^^OARD  OF  DIRECTORS  REPORT 
MOTIONS  PASSED-November  16, 1981 


To  reconstitute  the  noise  control  commit¬ 
tee  and  to  appoint  Betty  Rader  as  chair. 


December  8, 1981 

To  approve  the  president’s  recommenda¬ 
tions  for  two  new  board  members:  Bill 
Snow  to  replace  Toby  Bloxam  and  Ken 
Maley  to  replace  John  Robiola. 


January  5, 1982 

To  oppose  a  variance  for  a  non-conforming 
use  structure  that  was  built  without  per¬ 
mits  at  2024-2030  Powell. 


m 


To  compliment  Julius’  Castle  for  their  THD 
Christmas  party  and  send  $200  as  apprecia¬ 
tion  for  their  services. 


o  ask  Ken  Maley  to  represent  THD  and 
ork  with  the  Park  and  Recreation  Depart- 
ent  on  the  50th  anniversary  of  Coit 
Tower  that  occurs  in  1983. 


Equate 

CAFFE  ROMA 

414  COLUMBUS  AVENUE 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94133 


650  Vallejo  Street 
San  Francisco 
California  94  133 
Phone:  DOuglas  2-3324 

LITTLE  CITY  LIT  HO 
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JOHN  P.  KLIPHAN 

Attorney  At  Law 


1714  Stockton  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94133 
(415)  433-6790 


SUPPORT  OUR  ADVERTISERS 


San  Francisco’s  Telegraph  Hill 

by  David  My  rick 

Send  check  for  $10.00  (to  benefit 
THD)  to  Anne  Halsted,  1308  Mont¬ 
gomery  or  pick  up  a  copy  at  the  next 
General  Membership  Meeting  on 
February  1 6th. 


GENERAL  MEMBERSHIP  MEETING 

Speaker :  Dean  Maoris,  Director  of  City  Planning 

Tuesday,  February  16th 

$11.00  per  person,  including  tax,  tip  &  wine 
Cocktails  6 :00,  Dinner  7 :00 

New  Pisa  Restaurant 

550  Green  Street 

RSVP:  Ron  Vehlow,  398-3916 


What  Goes  Up 
Without  a  Variance, 
Must  Come  Down 

2024-2030  Powell  Street 


On  January  6,  1982,  the  Board  of  Permit 
Appeals  ordered  the  owner  of  2024-2030 
Powell  to  remove  a  noncomplying  structure 
from  his  property.  The  owner  had  con¬ 
structed  a  20-foot-high  addition  in  his  rear 
yard  that  violated  City  Planning  Code  rear 
yard  requirements.  The  owner  neglected  to 
obtain  a  building  permit  and  also  to  seek 
the  necessary  variances.  THD  wrote  to  the 
Board  about  this  problem  and  coordinated 
neighborhood  objections  to  the  illegal 
structure  at  the  hearing. 


Jerry  Petruzzelli,  Anne  Halsted,  and  Mar¬ 
shall  Roath  testified  before  the  board  th 
there  was  no  basis  to  support  the  app 
cant’s  petition  to  except  the  building  from 
the  code.  Petruzzelli  and  Halsted  noted 
that  if  the  building  were  allowed  to  stand, 
it  would  set  a  dangerous  precedent  for 
other  owners  to  disregard  the  City  Plan¬ 
ning  Code.  Roath  observed  that  this  kind 
of  problem  had  occurred  previously.  The 
Board  of  Permit  Appeals  concurred  with 
these  contentions  and  ordered  the  offend¬ 
ing  building  torn  down.  This  decision  has 
now  been  referred  to  the  Zoning  Adminis¬ 
trator  for  enforcement. 


This  victory  was  particularly  satisfying 
to  the  Hill  Dwellers  because  an  organized 
response  was  made  on  extremely  short 
notice  of  the  problem  and  the  hearing. 
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Grant/Greenwich  Scaffolding 

EYESORE  OF  THE  SEASONS 

The  scaffolding  at  the  corner  of  Grant  and 
Greenwich  has  been  in  place  for  six  months 
and  neighbors  object  to  its  unsightly  ap¬ 
pearance  (as  the  photograph  attests).  Neigh¬ 
bors  also  question  its  stability,  since  it  ob¬ 
viously  is  not  earthquake-proof.  Anyone 
with  any  information  on  the  building 
should  contact  Ron  Vehlow  at  398-3916. 


<S* 


6U0H  GUSTO 


Cucina  Toscana 

The  finest  meats,  vegetables,  fish  and  cheeses 
—  Pasta  made  fresh  daily  — 

1512  STOCKTON  STREET,  SAN  FRANCISCO 
392-1587  *392-1700 


434-2248 


Vallejo  and 
Grant  Avenue 


Open 


open  7  days 
VALET  PARKING 


FRESH  HOMEMADE  PASTA 
AND  FRESH  FISH 
FROM  OUR  OWN  BOA  T 

7  Days  -  Dining  —  11:30  am  to  2:00  am 
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HISTORIC  DISTRICT  UPDATE 


kywar&h 

■H  OF  HYDRABM 

1424  Grant  A ve.  (upper)  •  391-1948 
Ghiradelli  Square  •  776-0174 
1609  Polk  Street  •  441-1768 


FASHION  CLOTHING  FOR  MEN  AND  WOMEN 
GIFTS  AND  EXOTIC  JEWELRY 


‘C 

I 

o 

p 

p 

I 

N 

O 

E 

V 
E 
R 

Y 

D 

A 

Y’ 


TONI-'  lEuo  | 

,  u 

A**  pasta 

1  (on  broccoli 
c  on 

(  ON -MCLAHJAHS 
(.OH-VONoo 

(0M-FVM6HI- £  CAtnt 

Rostica<oh  LA6U0 


8a ( (Ala 
Ltrro,oi  PeS(t 

SCAUP!  AL  LA 
AHTOH  i0 

TRIP  PA 

a  op  Pirso 
ht 

M  O 

Birr a 
apeRitiw  i 

EfPREtJO 
uppuaiNo _ 


I  «f.  u  n.  u,  u  I)  •  *>  I 

js.  FZRttC\  SC 


IE 


In  December  the  committee  mailed  approx¬ 
imately  700  letters  to  property  owners 
within  the  proposed  Telegraph  Hill  His¬ 
toric  District  boundaries.  The  response  to 
date  has  been  gratifying,  both  in  terms  of 
the  numbers  received  and  the  quality  of  the 
comments  and  questions.  If  you  haven’t 
returned  your  reply  card,  however,  it  is  not 
too  late.  We  do  want  to  hear  from  you! 

Based  on  your  questions,  several  points  in¬ 
vite  clarification.  First,  our  mailing  went  to 
property  owners  only,  and  voting  is  re¬ 
stricted  to  owners.  We  welcome  tenant  in¬ 
terest  and  support  for  the  project  and  will 
forward  information  from  the  mailing  to 
you  on  request.  Secondly,  the  boundaries 
of  any  historic  district  will  be  based  upon 
owner  support— which  is  the  primary  re^ 
son  we  are  anxious  to  hear  from  each 
you.  Lastly,  a  historic  district  does  not 
affect  the  use  or  uses  of  one’s  property. 
Uses  are  determined  by  your  particular 
zoning  district  and  by  other  applicable 
San  Francisco  laws,  such  as  the  condo¬ 
minium  conversion  ordinance. 


Very  soon  we  will  begin  responding  to  the 
individual  comments  and  questions  we  have 
received.  We  are  considering  mailing  a 
second  information  sheet  to  answer  some 
of  the  most  frequently-asked  but  more 
complex  questions.  More  individualized 
questions  will  probably  be  answered  by 
phone. 


In  the  meantime,  if  you  wish  additional 
information  or  if  your  reply  card  is  hope¬ 
lessly  lost  in  the  post -Christmas  chaos, 
please  telephone  Gee  Gee  Platt  at  922-357j 
or  Katherine  Koelsch  at  398-0572. 
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el  Hi  Family  Practice 

HEALTH  TIPS  AND  NEWS 
FROM  TELHI  FAMILY  PRACTICE: 

How  to  Tell  if  You  Have  the  Flu 

If  your  body  (and  hair)  hurts  and  your 
muscles  ache  and  then  you  throw  up,  you 
probably  have  the  flu.  However,  if  your 
stomach  aches  first,  then  you  should  see 
a  doctor  for  diagnosis,  since  you  probably 
do  not  have  the  flu.  While  recuperating 
from  flu,  Dr.  Shore  recommends  camomile 
tea  as  a  natural  remedy  for  stomach  upset. 


Meet  Dr.  Shore 

Dr.  Shore  would  like  to  meet  with  anyone 
who  wants  to  establish  a  local  doctor— to 
see  what  is  available  at  TelHi  and  see  if  it 
suits  your  needs.  Dr.  Shore  will  also  meet 
with  obstetrical  patients  to  discuss  future 
care.  These  initial  consultations  are  free. 
Your  only  obligation  is  to  call  and  set  up 
an  appointment  and  then  keep  it. 

TelHi  Expansion  Plans 

TelHi  has  plans  underway  to  renovate  and 
remodel  the  Center,  including  the  medical 
facilities. 


Hours:  5:00  PM  -  1:30  AM 

Piano  entertainment:  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thursday 
7:00  PM  -  12:00  Midnight 
Friday  and  Saturday  - 
8:00  PM  -  1:00  AM 


1 


t  \  Sheraton  at  Fisherman's  Wharf 

2500  Mason  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94133  (415)  362-5500 
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